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Abstract

Femicide is a serious crime that reflects persistent gender inequality. In 2023,
femicides committed by intimate partners and family members accounted for 60.65%
of all female homicide cases worldwide. This study aims to examine the effects of
economic, social, and contextual factors on the rate of intimate partner femicide using
panel data from 36 countries covering the period 2007-2020. The analysis employs
the ordinary least squares (OLS) method with five model specifications. The results
indicate that the male unemployment rate and male alcohol consumption have
statistically significant positive effects on the rate of intimate partner femicide,
consistent with the Family Stress Model and General Strain Theory. In contrast, the
average age of women at first marriage has a significant negative effect. Female
unemployment also has a negative effect, which can be explained by Bargaining
Theory. Furthermore, the Gender Gap Index has a significant positive effect on the rate
of intimate partner femicide. This finding may be explained by the Nordic Paradox and
the Male Backlash Theory. The results also show that high-income countries have
lower average rates of intimate partner femicide than low-income countries. In
contrast, GDP per capita and the Gini Index are not significantly associated with the
rate of intimate partner femicide. Overall, the findings suggest that household-level
economic stress plays a more important role in explaining intimate partner femicide

than a country's overall level of wealth or income inequality.





