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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the production and employment
situation of the tourism sector in Thailand and to calculate labor productivity and
multipliers of tourism in Thailand. The secondary data had been collected including
input-output table 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015 and GDP at current market prices in 16
sectors in 1995-2015 from the national income account reported by the Office of the
National Economic and Social Development Council, and employment survey in 1995-
2015 disclosed by National Statistical Office. Labor productivity was calculated by the
ratio of GDP and employment and the inverse of the labor coefficient. The calculation of
tourism multipliers was conducted to indicate direct effects, indirect effects, induced

effects, and forward and backward linkage of the tourism sector.

The results showed that the production and employment of the tourism sector
in Thailand tend to expand throughout 1995-2015 above the growth rate of GDP.
In addition, the growth rate of employment and employment ratio was higher than the
agriculture, hunting and forestry sectors, wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor
vehicles and motorcycles, personal and household goods sector, and the industrial
sector, 3 sectors with the highest employment and employment proportion. In addition,
the tourism multiplier indicated very high level of direct effect, indirect effects, and the
backward linkage to the other sectors. Nevertheless, the labor productivity of the
tourism sector remains low. Especially, the production per labor of hotels and
restaurants sector and the inverse of labor coefficient of the hotel and lodging place
sectors were lower than almost all other sectors and were still likely to shrink. Besides,

the forward linkage of the tourism sector was small with a very low growth rate.

The suggestion was that the government could implement tourism promotion
policies and measures to create economic growth and employment but should focus on
increasing the labor productivity of the tourism sector, especially in the hotels and

lodging place sector.



