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Abstract

This research on Public Awareness and Return on Investment in Community
Cannabis Farming has the following objectives: 1) to know the general public's perception
of cannabis 2) to analyze and compare factors affecting the level of public awareness of
cannabis 3) to know the type of investment value of investment and worth for investment
as an alternative cash crop for community enterprises to grow cannabis. Data were
collected using an online questionnaire from 432 general people aged 18 years and over
using one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) with post-hoc test and interviews with
farmers of Rakjung Farm Community Enterprise Group in Thai Samakkhi, Wang Nam
Khiao District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province

The results of the analysis revealed that the level of public awareness about
cannabis on cultivation was the highest at 5.50, possession 4.96, and extract use and
utilization for economic crops 4.34. For cultivation, 95.1 percent of the respondents knew
that the law currently does not allow the general public to grow cannabis themselves and
must be planted for medicinal purposes or for research and development purposes. For
possession 58.3% of the sample group knew that agricultural occupations that are
grouped into community enterprises or agricultural cooperatives registered under the law
Possession of cannabis to co-produce and develop traditional medicine recipes or herbal
medicine for medical benefits. For the perception of extract use and utilization for
alternative medicine, 56.5% of the respondents knew that the law allows modern drug
formulas and Thai traditional drug recipes that contain cannabis blends and must be
certified by the Food and Drug Administration for therapeutic purposes or research
studies.

For the comparative analysis of factors affecting the level of public awareness of
cannabis issues of interest, it was found that the group of inexperienced people with
cannabis (or hemp) use had a level of public awareness about the cultivation aspect
possession aspect and the use of extracts and their utilization for alternative medicine to
be an economic plant significantly less than those who experienced different forms of
cannabis use at the 0.05 level while the experienced group used it for recreational use.

There was a higher level of public awareness about planting than other groups.



For investment, initial investment value (excluding land value) was approximately
1.35 million baht. This project was 5 years old. This project had a positive net present
value of the project (approximately 2.24 million baht), resulting in a profit-to-cost ratio of
approximately 1.25 times. The project was at 67.36%, above the threshold discount rate
(6.5%) and the payback period was about 1 year and 3 months, indicating a low project
risk. and when considering the sensitivity of the project, it was found that projects can
also support cost and outcome changes at a reasonable level because it still supports

the decrease of income by about 13-14%.
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