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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the level of Thai people's understanding and opinions
about various aspects regarding the country’s completing FTAs with trading partners and
investigate factors determining these opinions. The analysis is based on both secondary
and primary data which are retrieved from questionnaire survey conducted with
respondents in Bangkok metropolitan precinct. It employs such descriptive statistics as
percentage, frequency, and average to explain respondents' understanding and opinions
towards Thailand’s implementation of FTAs. Pair t-test is also used to comparatively
examine the difference between supporters and non-supporters of FTAs regarding
various issues.At the same time, the determinants of people's opinions towards the

country’s FTAs are analyzed using either logit or probit models and marginal effects.

The results show that, as for the determinants of people’s opinions, with the
total of 28 estimated equations, the support for Thailand-China FTA can be explained by
the highest number of variables, i.e. 11 variables. Regarding independent variables,
among 19 variables included in this study, the best performers consist of people's pride
in the nation and their aversion of loss. The statistical significance of these two variables

can be found in most equations.

From the above results, the government should implement policy measures to
educate and ascertain that all parties involved have correct knowledge and
understanding about the implementation and completion of FTAs with trading partners.
This should increase the chance of people supporting or expressing less resistance for

FTA policy which could eventually bring the nation and its people welfare gains.
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