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Abstract

The Analysis of the Determinants of Fertility in Thailand has two research
objectives: 1) to study Thailand’s fertility trend and demographic change 2) to
investigate the relationship between socioeconomic factors and fertility rate in
Thailand, using the Autoregressive Distributed Lag model. This study applied
secondary data from the year 1991 to 2022 providing by the World Bank and the UN

databases.

The study found that population policy aimed at reducing the population
growth rate that Thailand had adopted in the past, along with social and economic
development have shifted the attitudes and individual behavior towards childbearing,

leading the fertility rate to decline to below the population replacement level.

The results of the estimation found that male unemployment, female
unemployment, and urbanization are factors that affect fertility rate. Female
unemployment has a positive effect on motherhood transitions because
unemployment lowers the opportunity cost of childbearing and might thus increase
desired fertility. Among men, the unemployment-fertility relationship is mainly
negative due to income effect. Urbanization is linked to fertility decline in the long

run.



