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Abstract

Gender equality is a key factor of a country's sustainable growth. It is not just one
of the 17 SDGs targets, but it is also a component of other goals such as zero poverty,
zero hunger, and good health and well-being. Thus, improving gender equality is critical.
Foreign direct investment is also becoming more essential in the host countries’
economy. Even though the effect of inward foreign direct investment on host countries’
gender equality is still ambiguous, MNEs are currently focusing on gender equality by
increasingly implementing more diverse and inclusive policies. As a result, the goal of this
study is to examine the impact of inward foreign direct investment on host countries’
gender equality using dynamic panel data. Secondary data are employed in this study,

which spans 59 host countries from 2006 to 2021.

According to the analysis of gender inequality index of host countries, the gender
inequality index of developed host countries is lower. The gender inequality index of host
countries in Europe and Australia is the lowest. Moreover, muslim host countries’ gender
inequality index is higher. As for examing the effect of inward foreign direct investment
on gender equality, the findings reveal that greater inward foreign direct investment leads
to greater gender equality in the following cases: all host countries, developed host
countries, host countries in Europe and Australia, and non-muslim host countries.
However, the higher inward foreign direct investment leads to lower gender equality in
host countries in South America. Greater GDP per capita increases gender equality in the
following cases: all host countries, developed host countries, host countries in South
America, and non-muslim host countries. In the following circumstances, increased
education leads to greater gender equality: all host countries, developed host countries,
developing and transition host countries, host countries in Asia, host countries in South

America, muslim host countries and non-muslim host countries.

According to the findings of this study, host nations' governments should modify
their foreign direct investment promotion policies, enhance GDP per capita, and improve

education policy.
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