Abstract

Tourism has been introduced as a key sector to promote economic expansion in
Thailand since the early of 2010s. Government allocated a substantial budget for tourism
promoting campaign. Tourists have been increased significantly and generated a significant
income in term of tourism revenues to Thai economy. This paper aims to investigate the inter-
industry linkage of tourism related sectors by employs the method of dynamic input- output
table. The expansion in tourism sector will generate a limit impact on Thai economy. By
applied backward linkage index and forward linkage index, in the past (1975-2013), most of
tourism related sector were considered as backward oriented sector. In present ( 2014- 2016)
and also for future (2017-2027), tourism related sector will shift to the forward linkage oriented
sectors. The expansion in tourism sector will initiate the higher linkage on the economy than
it happened in the past. Finally, there are many policy to promote tourism and to enhance
economic expansion could be draw following the results can be depicted by this study. (1)
The policy for the key sector and major backward linkage oriented sector should be prepared
in order to support the expansion of tourism sector and to transfer the impact tourism
expansion to the other sectors. (2) The master plan for promoting tourism for 10 years should
be organized because the structure of inter- industry linkage will not change in this period. (3)
The policy promoting tourism alone will not enough to push Thai economy grow up
continuously. The policy promoting the others sector such as manufacturing or agricultural
sector should be considered and implemented together with policy promoting tourism in
order to set up a sustain economic expansion, equality and, finally, economic development

for Thai economy.
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